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ABSTRACT 
The purpose of this research is to detail the model of the implications of religious 

content on social media and the religious behaviour of students. The urgency of this research is, 
first, that there has been no previous study focusing on the implications of religious content on 
social media for students' religious behaviour. Second, it can realise inclusive and tolerant 
religious behaviour among students based on religious content that is open from various 
perspectives. Third, minimising negative activities (juvenile delinquency) often carried out by 
students both on and off campus. The method used in this research is a qualitative method with 
a hermeneutic phenomenological approach. The data collection technique used interviews with 
informants, observations, and documentation related to the implications of religious content on 
social media for students' religious behaviour. The data analysis used the stages of data 
collection, data reduction, data display, and data verification. The research results show that 
the implications of religious content on social media on students' religious behaviour are 
divided into three models: psychological implications, cognitive implications, and emotional 
implications, which then give rise to religious behaviour categorised into three types: worship-
related religious behaviour, social religious behaviour, and reconstructive religious behaviour. 
The implication of the results of this study is to find three models of implications of religious 
content on social media, including the psychological implications model, cognitive implications, 
and emotional implications, which then have an impact on giving rise to three categorizations 
of students' religious behavior, namely religious behavior of worship, social religious behavior, 
and reconstructive religious behavior. 

 
Keywords : Implications, Religious Content, Religious Behaviour.  

 
ABSTRAK 

Tujuan penelitian ini adalah untuk menemukan secara detail model implikasi 
konten religi media sosial dan perilaku keagamaan mahasiswa. Urgensi penelitian yaitu 
pertama, belum ada penelitian sebelumnya yang fokus membahas implikasi konten religi 
media sosial pada perilaku keagamaan mahasiswa. Kedua, mampu mewujudkan perilaku 
keagamaan mahasiswa yang inklusif dan toleran berdasarkan konten religi yang bersifat 
terbuka dari berbagai sudut pandang. Ketiga, meminimalisasi kegiatan negatif (kenakalan 
remaja) yang sering dilakukan mahasiswa baik saat di kampus maupun di luar kampus. 
Metode yang digunakan dalam penelitian ini adalah metode kualitatif dengan pendekatan 
fenomenologi hermeneutik. Teknik pengumpulan data menggunakan wawancara kepada 
informan, observasi, dan dokumentasi terkait implikasi konten religi media sosial pada 
perilaku keagamaan mahasiswa. Analisis datanya menggunakan tahapan pengumpulan data, 
reduksi data, data display dan verifikasi data. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan implikasi konten 
religi media sosial pada perilaku keagamaan mahasiswa terbagi menjadi tiga model yaitu 
model implikasi psikologis, implikasi kognitif, dan implikasi emosional kemudian melahirkan 
perilaku keagamaan yang terbagi dalam tiga kategorisasi yaitu perilaku keagamaan ibadah, 
perilaku keagamaan sosial, dan perilaku keagamaan rekonstruktif. Implikasi hasil penelitian 
ini adalah menemukan tiga model implikasi konten religi media sosial di antaranya model 
implikasi psikologis, implikasi kognitif, dan implikasi emosional kemudian berdampak 
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memunculkan tiga kategorisasi perilaku keagamaan mahasiswa yaitu perilaku keagamaan 
ibadah, perilaku keagamaan sosial, dan perilaku keagamaan rekonstruktif. 

 
Kata kunci : Implikasi, Konten Religi, Perilaku Keagamaan. 
 

 

PENDAHULUAN 

Religious content on social media has become an interesting topic to discuss, 

considering that recently individuals have been able to create personal religious-

based content (Shafiq & Parveen, 2023)  on social media easily, quickly, and with 

high mobility. An easy example is the social media platform Facebook, which already 

has over 1 billion (1,184,000,000) subscribers, not to mention others (Shabur & 

Siddiki, 2024). Even in a very short time, social media technology has developed 

rapidly, changing all ways of communicating and interacting with others, ultimately 

opening new channels and more opportunities for collaboration (engagement) and 

participation with anyone (cooperation) (Pangrazio & Sefton-Green, 2021). 

The variety of social media platforms, from Instagram, Facebook, YouTube, 

WhatsApp, TikTok, Twitter, and many more, has led to religious content spreading 

massively on social media, especially since Covid-19 (Atwa et al., 2024). Online 

media has gained immense popularity (Lamba et al., 2023). The increasing use of 

social media (Latif, 2022), including the emergence of various religious content, has 

turned social media into a new religion for the millennial community (Nurudin, 

2018). This means that society, including students, is given open, easy, and quick 

access to information, including religious knowledge and teachings.  

All of this is certainly in stark contrast to the numerous incidents involving 

students in various deviations (juvenile delinquency) that are increasingly occurring 

(Haddar et al., 2023). Recently, there was a raid and confiscation of dozens of motor 

vehicles involved in illegal street racing by the Gresik Police (DP, 2024). Several of 

the detained individuals were also students from various educational institutions in 

Gresik. The city of Gresik, which has earned the titles of a city of santri, a city of 

saints, and an industrial city, does not seem to live up to these titles when there are 

still many shops selling large-scale alcoholic beverages that are easily accessible to 

students (Rosidin, 2024).  

In early January 2024, the Gresik Civil Service Police Unit conducted a raid 

due to the large number of bottles of alcoholic beverages being sold. The level of 

deviation (misconduct) committed by students raises significant questions, 

especially considering the ease and speed of accessing religious content on social 

media. Therefore, in order to address this issue, it is important to conduct research 

(analysis) on the implications of religious content on social media for students' 

religious behaviour. 

This research focuses on three formulated questions: 1) What types of 

religious content on social media are most intensively accessed by students?; 2) 

What are the implications of religious content on social media for the religious 
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behaviour of students in Gresik? (Including identifying several models of 

implications that occur); 3) What do students do in response after accessing 

religious content on social media?; therefore, research on the implications of 

religious content on social media for the religious behaviour of students is very 

important and urgently needed to be conducted. 

 The aims and implications of this research are: first, there has been no 

previous research specifically and focused on discussing the implications of religious 

content on social media for students' religious behaviour. Most previous research 

has been conducted on social media-based learning, the mental state of social media 

users (Shafiq & Parveen, 2023), and addiction to social media use. Second, it can 

foster inclusive and tolerant religious behaviour among students based on religious 

content that is open from various perspectives. Third, minimising negative activities 

(bad behaviour) carried out by students both on and off campus. 

 

METHODS 

The research process begins with the determination of the research method 

used, namely the qualitative method with a hermeneutic phenomenological 

approach (Gonçalves, 2022) to uncover the meaning of an event's implications of 

religious content on social media on students' religious behaviour. The process of 

determining the research location is at Universitas Muhammadiyah Gresik. The 

selection of the research location is based on Universitas Muhammadiyah Gresik's 

advantages in virtual classes and e-learning through an LMS (Learning Management 

System). The object of the research is all processes related to the implications of 

religious content on social media on students' religious behaviour, while the 

subjects of the research (Creswell, 2015) are several informants who can provide 

accurate information related to the focus of this research, among whom are 

students, lecturers, and educational staff within the environment of Universitas 

Muhammadiyah Gresik. 

The data collection process uses three techniques: interviews, observations, 

and documentation (Braun et al., 2021). The data that has been successfully 

collected is then subjected to data analysis. Data analysis uses the interactive model 

method by Miles and Hubberman. The steps are as follows: First, collect data on the 

implications of religious content on social media on students' religious behaviour 

using the three data collection techniques. Second, data reduction from all the 

collected data. Then, it is selected according to the research focus on the 

implications of religious content on social media for students' religious behaviour.  

Third, data display is used to place the reduced data within the focus of each 

discussion. Fourth, data verification related to the implications of religious content 

on social media for students' religious behaviour is conducted to ensure greater 

validity, followed by drawing conclusions (Tracy, 2024). The validity of the data was 

tested using triangulation techniques (Thomas et al., 2022), specifically 
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triangulation of data collection techniques and triangulation of research subjects 

(informants), namely students, lecturers, and educational staff. 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION  

Types of Religious Content on Social Media Accessed by Students  

The implications of religious content on students' religious behaviour have 

actually occurred on a massive scale. This means that there is a continuous process 

here that leads to real implications. If we look at the data from observations and 

documentation, most students access religious content continuously but in a varied 

manner, especially when supported by interview data. 

According to the statement from the research conducted by Md. Abdus 

Shabur, social media platforms are very influential and have massive involvement in 

academic matters, especially in interactive learning (Shabur & Siddiki, 2024). In fact, 

social media is more beneficial if managed according to learning needs. Therefore, in 

this case, a student named Hafizah stated in an interview that she often accesses 

religious content in the form of short study clips by Ustadz Adi Hidayat through the 

TikTok platform. She does this because she likes Ustadz Adi Hidayat's way of 

thinking and rhetoric in answering several questions during a study session. Not 

only that, they often access motivational quotes from snippets of Ustadz Adi 

Hidayat's videos, which makes the students feel more motivated (enthusiastic) in 

their daily activities (studies). 

On the other hand, interview data show that some students like Cornelia, 

Dinda, and Fachri often access religious content through Instagram in the form of 

short videos. Short videos containing content with themes such as "don't get tired of 

being a good person" and stories with the theme "God never makes mistakes in 

giving tests." Videos featuring someone's activities with specific religious themes 

make students more motivated in their religious practices. Moreover, through the 

TikTok platform with the FYP (For Your Page) program (Alam et al., 2025), students 

do not get bored watching the constantly updated short videos. Indirectly, these 

short videos create a continuous sense of curiosity (Rakatiwi et al., 2023) for those 

who access them, especially if the content is related to religion. 

Short videos on platforms like Facebook, YouTube, Instagram, or TikTok 

certainly showcase a wide variety of content. The types of content include excerpts 

of someone's sermon (short sermons), stories, Islamic motivation, wise words, 

quotes from verses and hadiths, religious songs, Quran recitation, and even Arabic 

language learning. The variety of short videos that are frequently accessed, 

especially on the four main platforms, namely Facebook, YouTube, Instagram, and 

TikTok. 

There is a reason why students often access religious content through 

several main social media platforms, for example, as stated by Raisya, the main 

reason is the easy accessibility without requiring special and lengthy effort, because 

everything is at their fingertips in the form of a smartphone. Then, the majority of 
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students fall into the category of Generation Z (digital natives), commonly referred 

to as Gen Z, who never part with their communication device, the smartphone, 

which always captures their attention. Another reason is the influence of the FYP 

(For You Page) feature on TikTok, which automatically helps them find religious 

content related to what they have previously engaged with. 

Then there are religious content contributors who often attract their 

attention, such as Ustadz Adi Hidayat, Ustadz Abdus Somad, Ustadz Hanan Attaki, 

Maher Zein, Faiz Albar, Ustadz Felix Siauw, Nissa Sabyan, Najwa Shihab, Ustadzah 

Halimah Alaydrus, and many more, as mentioned by students named Maulana and 

Imron. There is also Muhammad Faizar, who focuses more on religious content in 

the form of ruqyah. Not only that, there are actually many more, but there are also 

short videos in the form of religious songs featuring motivational words with a 

religious tone, which have also become their favourites when accessing social media. 

Sometimes all of that content is accessed while at home, on campus, in a 

dormitory, in a coffee shop, in a café, and so on. There are also times when access 

occurs mostly in the afternoon to evening outside of the students' busy schedule 

during class hours. There are even those who take the time to access verses of the 

Qur'an during lectures, all of which is based on information from Atiyah and Aditya. 

As the data below shows, the intensity of places where students often access 

religious content is mostly at home: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Place to Access Religious Content  

If we look at several reasons and student responses, their more intense 

access to religious content is at least due to three main factors as described by 

student Apriliana: first, as a reminder for them in the context of calming the heart, 

mind, and also to remind them to always be on the path of truth; second, religious 

content can enhance their religious knowledge; third, the most unexpected reason is 

that it often appears on their feed (FYP), so inevitably they end up accessing that 

content. This third reason means that religious content on social media is 
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increasingly accessed and favoured, possibly because it has become accustomed to 

appearing frequently on their feeds. 

So in conclusion, the types of religious content that students frequently 

access are, first, short videos containing religious content on platforms like TikTok, 

Instagram, and Facebook; second, short sermons from contemporary speakers on 

TikTok such as Habib Jakfar and Ustadz Adi Hidayat; third, religious songs available 

on YouTube and TikTok; fourth, podcasts discussing religious, social, and moral 

topics on YouTube, Facebook, and TikTok. 

 

Implications of Religious Content on Social Media for the Religious Behaviour 

of Students in Gresik (Model of Implications that Occur) 

First, the issue of student responses or opinions regarding religious content 

that has been going viral lately and receiving a large number of views is presented. 

Some responses from students indicate that most choose to access religious content 

because the religious content on social media relates to their personal lives. For 

example, according to Zunka, they are more interested in accessing religious content 

about motivation framed with religious values rather than religious content about 

sermons and studies. He tends to prefer podcast programs that tell stories about 

motivation in life, especially someone's experiences. 

The model of implications arising from religious content on social media on 

students' religious behaviour can actually be classified into several main aspects, 

such as, first, psychological implications (triggering elements). Several articles 

explain the close relationship currently between internet technology and education 

(Ng et al., 2024). Large platforms like ChatGPT are also widely used in practices 

supporting learning. 

The results of interviews with students explain that this model of 

psychological implications occurs in the form of their acknowledgement that high 

intensity in accessing religious content will increase their enthusiasm for worship. 

The psychological implications described by Rossita include the spirituality that 

emerges after accessing religious content on YouTube to perform other acts of 

worship, such as prayer. 

Other data show the existence of another model of implications besides the 

ones mentioned above, namely, cognitive implications. The cognitive implications 

referred to are the impacts that occur due to access to religious content on a 

person's knowledge and way of thinking (Makransky & Petersen, 2021). These 

cognitive implications manifest as an increase in a person's knowledge and insights 

due to accessing several religious contents. 

According to the students' statements, some mentioned that after frequently 

accessing religious content in the form of short lectures from several religious 

figures, such as Ustadz Hanan Attaki, Habib Jakfar, and Ustadz Adi Hidayat, through 

TikTok, their religious knowledge has increased. Diana stated that she actually 

gained a lot of new knowledge about religious issues from the short lectures of 
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religious leaders who are active on social media like TikTok. The new material she 

obtained includes an understanding of prayer, which is mostly taught in university 

classes only in terms of its execution, but through TikTok, she gained a lot of 

knowledge about the benefits of prayer in daily activities. 

Thirdly, there is the model of affective (emotional) implications that 

emphasises religious content impacting one's mood to motivate someone to act 

based on emotional impulses (You et al., 2026).. A student stated that they actually 

gained awareness to be careful in their actions and consider all possible 

consequences from a short lecture by a teacher on YouTube discussing the 

relationship between faith and deeds (charity). Even some students were moved to 

do more to help others by a short video that told the story of a physically disabled 

person who still wanted to help a physically normal person walk, even though he 

himself was in a state of need; this was found on Instagram. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2. Model of Religious Content Implications 

So, if we conclude here that the implications of religious content on social 

media for the religious behaviour of students in Gresik, the implications model that 

occurs is formed into three models: the psychological implication model, the 

cognitive implication model, and the affective (emotional) implication model. 

 

Forms of Student Religious Behavioural Responses After Accessing Religious 

Content on Social Media 

Three models of the implications of religious content on social media for 

students' religious behaviour have been discussed, followed by actual religious 

behaviour demonstrated by students after several instances (intensity) of accessing 

religious content on social media. At this stage, the researcher identifies students' 

responses through direct statements (confessions) from them via interviews or by 

using documentation and observation methods. 
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The religious behaviour referred to is an action that consciously arises 

within a person based on or influenced by known religious material, thereby 

internalising in the affective aspect of that person (Alamgir et al., 2026). The 

emergence of morality or good deeds (religious behaviour) is substantially very 

likely influenced by a person's religiosity (Shimizu & Sakurai, 2026). The higher a 

person's spirituality, the better their actions will be; conversely, the lower the level 

of spirituality, the worse their actions will be. 

The interview with Firda provided a statement and confession that after 

accessing religious content, she became more honest and did not want to lie. This is 

because she often watches sermons by Ustadz Kholid Basalamah. This is a real 

example of religious behaviour that emerges after students access religious content, 

even if only through social media platforms like TikTok. The honest behaviour 

practised by Firda is evidence that, through information and communication 

technology or the internet, a person can consistently exhibit religious behaviour, as 

demonstrated in their daily activities. 

Furthermore, the data is supported by Vivi Apriliana's statement that she 

has changed; initially, she often prayed late, but after frequently accessing religious 

songs on YouTube and listening to the advice in the sermons of Ustadz Adi Hidayat 

and Felix Siauw, she now always prays on time. The change in religious behaviour in 

the context of worship experienced by Vivi honestly reflects how a brief piece of 

advice from someone on social media can alter a person's cycle of religious 

behaviour. 

Other data shows that the explanation provided by Azizah actually led to an 

understanding that there are also those who respond to the implications of religious 

content by repeatedly accessing religious content on social media because they 

believe that religious content can fulfil their spiritual needs and religious knowledge. 

The behaviour of repeatedly accessing religious content reflects a reconstructive 

religious behaviour aimed at finding inner satisfaction. Another meaning refers to it 

as a reorientative religious behaviour to constantly renew a person's religiosity. 

Not only that, there are actually many other forms of religious behaviour 

among students that emerge as an implication of access to religious content on 

social media. Another example is that some students acknowledge that their 

religious experiences lead to obedience and compliance in worship practices as a 

form of evidence of their faith in God and social behaviour as a practice or 

consequence of the beliefs that have been deeply rooted in their hearts. Obedience is 

usually manifested in the practice of sharia (worship), such as paying zakat and 

fasting during the month of Ramadan. Not to mention their obedience in refraining 

from actions prohibited by religion, such as adultery, gambling, and others. 
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Figure 3. Forms of Students' Religious Behaviour 

The conclusion that can be drawn is that the response and religious 

behaviour of students towards access to religious content give rise to three main 

criteria: first, worship behaviour (such as praying on time, some being diligent in 

reciting the Quran after frequently accessing religious content, often participating in 

study circles and sending blessings); second, social religious behaviour (such as 

being honest, keeping one's speech from hurting others, being helpful to others, and 

having high generosity); third, reconstructive or reorientative religious behaviour 

(such as frequently accessing religious content for spiritual satisfaction, often 

reviewing religious content to apply it in daily life). 

 

CONCLUSION  

The implications of religious content on social media for the religious 

behaviour of students in Gresik can be categorised into three main models of 

religious content implications: the psychological implication model, the cognitive 

implication model, and the emotional implication model. The psychological 

implication model then affiliates and manifests in students' religious behaviour in a 

categorisation called worship religious behaviour. The cognitive implication model 

ultimately manifests in students as reconstructive religious behaviour. Lastly, the 

emotional implication model can lead students to have social and religious 

behaviour, which is based on noble character.  

Thus, in substance, the implications of religious content on social media for 

students' religious behaviour are divided into three models: the psychological 

implication model, the cognitive implication model, and the emotional implication 

model, which then give rise to religious behaviour categorised into three types: 

worship religious behaviour, social religious behaviour, and reconstructive 

religious behaviour. 
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