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ABSTRACT 

 The understanding of Arabic texts is vital in Islamic education, especially in facing 

global challenges and the spread of digital misinformation. However, the lack of teaching 

materials that integrate Islamic moderation values remains a significant issue, leading to 

students' slow comprehension of Arabic texts. This study aims to develop Arabic reading 

materials based on Islamic moderation values (wasathiyyah) through a Research and 

Development (R&D) approach modified from the Borg and Gall model. The materials are 

designed for Arabic Language Education students at IAIN Kudus and focus on contextualizing 

qirā’ah learning with moderate Islamic values such as justice, balance, and tolerance. The 

development process involved needs analysis, expert validation, trials, and revisions based on 

feedback. Results showed that the developed teaching materials were both academically 

feasible and received positive responses from students and experts, highlighting their potential 

to foster moderate religious understanding. The study contributes to the development of 

thematic, value-based teaching materials and offers an alternative approach to Arabic 

language education that emphasizes inclusivity and tolerance in Islamic teachings. 

 

Keywords : Arabic reading materials, Islamic moderation, Qirā’ah teaching, Educational 

design, Islamic higher education. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Understanding texts in Arabic has a strategic position in Islamic education, 

especially when facing the challenges of globalization and the rapid flow of digital 

information (Baharun et al., 2020; Rusli et al., 2024). Amid advances in information 

and communication technology, Islamic teachings are often misunderstood or even 

manipulated by certain groups with a narrow understanding (Bunt, 2024; Hizam 

Sheikh Khairudin & Mohammad, 2021; Larsson, 2016). This is also triggered by the 

emergence of extreme groups that take the name of religion in spreading narratives 

of intolerance and violence. This reality not only disrupts social harmony but also 

threatens the peaceful essence of Islam. Learning Arabic as the primary means of 

understanding Islamic texts becomes urgent in this context (Djuaeni & Usman, 2021; 

Shah, 2016). Especially in reading skills (maharah qirā’ah), which equips students to 

understand original texts with a moderate and critical perspective. 
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However, some recent studies show that qirā’ah learning in Islamic higher 

education institutions in Indonesia still faces various obstacles. Several studies 

(Midhwah & Alhawary, 2020; Othman et al., 2020; Zaki et al., 2024) show that the 

inaccuracy of teaching materials causes students to have a slow understanding of 

Arabic texts. The available teaching materials are often generic, not contextualized, 

and tend not to touch important ideological aspects such as the values of 

moderation in Islam. As a result, students not only have difficulty understanding the 

text, but also lose their value orientation in learning. 

The main issue raised in this study is the absence of qirā’ah teaching 

materials that systematically integrate Islamic moderation values. In Indonesia's 

socio-political situation that is prone to polarization of religious identity (Ibrahim et 

al., 2024; Soderborg & Muhtadi, 2023), it is crucial to ensure that Arabic language 

learning, especially qirā’ah, contributes to the formation of a moderate 

understanding of Islam. Most available teaching materials still adopt a normative 

textual approach, without explicit efforts to incorporate wasathiyyah values such as 

justice, balance, and tolerance. 

In response to these problems, academics have proposed several solutions. 

Saifuddin (2019) emphasizes the importance of Islamic moderation as a 

fundamental principle of religious life in a pluralistic society (Arif, 2020; Ebrahimi et 

al., 2022). In learning, this moderation can be translated into curriculum and 

teaching materials that reflect the values of togetherness, tolerance, and respect for 

differences (Aderibigbe et al., 2023; Kosim et al., 2024). Islamic moderation, or 

wasathiyyah, has strong roots in Islamic tradition, as the Qur'an explains. Al-

Baqarah: 143, which refers to Muslims as "ummatan wasathan". Moderation here 

does not only mean being in the middle, but also represents the best choice (khiyar) 

in behavior. 

Integrating wasathiyyah values into qirā’ah teaching materials requires a 

pedagogical approach that is both linguistic and ideological (Akmaliyah et al., 2021; 

al-Kathiri, 2020). For example, reading texts from socio-cultural phenomena in 

Indonesia allows students to learn Arabic and understand the plural and tolerant 

Indonesian context (Eldin, 2015; Hamdany & Picard, 2022). This effort is supported 

by the study of (Kosim et al., 2024; Muhaemin et al., 2023), which emphasizes that 

Islamic moderation must be manifested in all aspects of education, including 

curriculum, methodology, and teaching content. This is where it is essential to 

develop teaching materials specifically designed to carry moderation themes in 

Arabic. 

Some previous studies have tried to develop contextual and integrative 

Arabic teaching material models. For example, (Abu Al Houl et al., 2024; Chaudhary, 

2020) developed a digital application-based module that contains actual Islamic 

themes, although it has not specifically emphasized the dimensions of Islamic 

moderation. Another study by Fakhrurrozi and Mahyudin (2012) highlighted the 

importance of learning qirā’ah that pays attention to linguistic gradation and the 
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relevance of content to students' lives (al-Kathiri, 2020; Hamid et al., 2024). 

However, no study explicitly develops qirā’ah teaching materials based on Islamic 

moderation values systematically compiled and validated through research and 

development (R&D) methods. 

Therefore, this research is here to fill the gap. Using a Research and 

Development (R&D) approach modified from the Borg and Gall model (Choiriyah et 

al., 2023; Syahmel & Jumadi, 2020), this study develops qirā’ah teaching materials 

based on Islamic moderation content aimed at Arabic Language Education Study 

Program students at IAIN Kudus. The development was done through needs 

analysis, initial design, expert validation, limited trials, and revision based on user 

feedback. The resulting teaching materials refer to pedagogical principles based on 

academic reading skills and moderate Islamic values such as al-khairiyyah 

(goodness), al-istiqamah (consistency), al-bainiyyah (balance), al-yusr 

(convenience), and al-adl wa al-hikmah (justice and wisdom). 

This study aims to answer the following questions: (1) What are the 

characteristics of qirā’ah teaching materials that integrate Islamic moderation 

values? (2) To what extent are these teaching materials feasible regarding content 

and learning design? (3) How do students respond to implementing these teaching 

materials in learning qirā’ah? By answering these questions, this study is expected 

to make a scientific contribution to developing a contextual and ideological Arabic 

language curriculum in Islamic higher education. 

The novelty of this study lies in the effort to integrate the ideological 

substance of Islamic moderation into the development of qirā’ah teaching materials, 

which has not been widely discussed in previous studies. In addition, the systematic 

R&D-based design approach provides an empirical basis for the quality and 

effectiveness of the products developed. This study's theoretical contribution 

includes expanding the pedagogical framework of qirā’ah by adding the ideological 

value dimension. In contrast, its practical contribution lies in providing teaching 

materials that lecturers and students in value-based Arabic language learning can 

directly use. Thus, this study is not only innovative in terms of content but also 

applicable in the context of contemporary Islamic education. 

 

REASERCH METHODS 

This study uses a research and development approach (Daoud et al., 2017; 

Fayek & Golabchi, 2022) to produce qirā’ah teaching material products based on 

Islamic moderation values. This approach was chosen because it is the main 

objective of the research, which is to create concrete solutions in the form of 

learning products that can be tested for effectiveness and feasibility directly in the 

field. 

Research Design 

The development model used in this study refers to the Borg and Gall (2003) 

framework (Izzuddin et al., 2020; Slavin, 2002; Syahmel & Jumadi, 2020), which has 
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been widely applied in developing educational products. This procedure was chosen 

because it is flexible and allows customization to the context of Islamic higher 

education needs. However, to suit the scale of the study and the effectiveness of 

implementation, some stages were simplified into five main steps: (1) needs 

analysis, (2) initial product design, (3) expert validation, (4) individual trial, and (5) 

field trial. This approach is also based on Design-Based Research (DBR) principles, 

emphasizing the interaction between design, implementation, and continuous 

reflection throughout development. DBR is believed to be relevant for producing 

contextualized and practice-based learning innovations (Barab & Squire, 2004; Ghos 

& Kumar, 2025). 

 

Subjects and Data Sources 

This study involved three main groups of informants: content experts, 

learning design experts, and PBA students of IAIN Kudus. The experts evaluated the 

content of the teaching materials and the learning structure. Meanwhile, students 

directly used the developed products and provided feedback through prepared 

instruments. Primary data were collected from semi-structured interviews and 

closed-ended questionnaires distributed at two stages: individual trial (5 students) 

and field trial (23 students). In addition, a needs analysis was conducted through an 

online questionnaire (Google Form) distributed to students to identify the most 

relevant grammatical topics and themes. 

 

Data Collection Technique 

Data collection was conducted using several key techniques. First, a needs 

assessment using an open-ended questionnaire identified students' preferences and 

difficulties in understanding Arabic texts. Second, the validation process by experts 

was conducted through in-depth interviews and assessment sheets based on content 

and design feasibility indicators. Third, individual and field trials were conducted 

using quantitative and qualitative evaluation instruments. The results of all these 

stages were analyzed descriptively and quantitatively to assess the level of product 

feasibility, as well as qualitative reflections from interviews that provided a more in-

depth description of the user experience of the teaching materials. 

 

Validation and Revision Procedure 

Teaching materials were validated by two experts: one expert in the field of 

Arabic learning content and another in the field of learning design. Each expert 

provided input on the content, grammar, vocabulary choice, suitability of 

illustrations, and visual structure of teaching materials. The suggestions obtained 

were used as the basis for the first stage revision. Furthermore, after the individual 

trial, a second revision was carried out based on student feedback, before finally 

being tested more widely in the field trial. Revisions were carried out in stages to 

ensure that every aspect of teaching materials- content and appearance- 
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experienced significant improvements. This aims to provide the readability, 

understandability, and applicability of teaching materials in the context of real 

lectures. 

 

Data Analysis 

Data from quantitative questionnaires were analyzed using descriptive 

analysis techniques (Heymann et al., 2014) by calculating the average score of each 

indicator. Score interpretation was based on Likert scale categories to assess the 

feasibility of content, design, and usability of teaching materials. Meanwhile, 

qualitative data from interviews were thematically analyzed to identify patterns of 

understanding, perceptions, and recommendations from users and experts. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

2. Results 

This chapter presents the findings of Islamic moderation content-based 

qirā’ah teaching materials' research and development process in five main stages: 

needs analysis, initial product development, expert validation, individual trials, and 

field trials. Each stage produces data that is analyzed to assess the feasibility and 

effectiveness of the developed products in terms of content, learning design, and 

user experience. 

 

Needs Analysis 

The needs analysis was conducted through an online survey of IAIN Kudus's 

Arabic Language Education Study Program students. A total of 47 students filled out 

the instrument to identify the most needed grammatical topics and text types that 

interest them in developing teaching materials for qirā’ah. The results of the analysis 

show that most students want themes close to the reality of socio-religious life, such 

as tolerance, diversity, and social ethics in Islam. In addition, as many as 68% of 

respondents expressed difficulty understanding Arabic texts due to the absence of a 

familiar value context in their lives. This strengthens the justification for developing 

teaching materials integrating Islamic moderation values as a contextual learning 

solution. 

 

Expert Validation 

A content expert and an instructional design expert conducted validation. 

Each provided an assessment of different aspects based on the indicators that had 

been compiled. 

Table 1. Results of Content Expert Assessment of Teaching Materials 

No. Assessed Aspect Average Score 

(Scale 1-4) 

Category 

1 Content suitability with learning 

objectives 

3.8 Very 

good 
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2 Clarity of information and order 

of material 

3.6 Good 

3 Relevance of Islamic 

moderation values 

3.9 Very 

good 

4 Choice of diction and sentence 

structure 

3.7 Good 

Total Average 

Score 

3.75 Good-Very Good  

 

Content experts said that the teaching materials contained the substantive 

dimensions of Islamic moderation values, strengthening key concepts such as al-'adl, 

al-wasathiyyah, and al-hikmah. However, adding more contextual illustrations and 

an alphabetical vocabulary arrangement is recommended. 

Meanwhile, the results of validation by learning design experts can be seen 

in the following table: 

Table 2. Learning Design Expert Assessment Results 

No. Assessed Aspect Average Score 

(Scale 1-4) 

Category 

1 Consistency of format and layout 3.4 Good 

2 Readability and font size 3.5 Good 

3 Accuracy of illustration and color 

selection 

3.3 Good 

enough 

4 Structural compatibility with the 

PR-WR-PO approach 

3.4 Good 

Total Average 

Score 

3.39 Good  

 

The validation results indicated that the product met the general feasibility 

standards, although some suggestions for visual and layout improvements were 

followed up at the revision stage. 

 

Individual Trial 

The individual trial was conducted on 5 PBA students who had taken the 

intermediate level qirā’ah course. Feedback was given through closed-ended 

questionnaires and reflective interviews. The average overall score of the individual 

trial was 3.35, categorized as "good". Students stated that the topics presented were 

relevant and engaging, and helped them understand the vocabulary more vividly. 

Some of the feedback given included: the need for vocabulary compilation at the end 

of the unit, and the addition of space for personal reflection notes in the text. 
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Field Trial 

The field trial was conducted on 23 final semester students of the PBA Study 

Program of IAIN Kudus. Data was collected through questionnaires and guided 

group discussions. 

 

Table 3. Average Student Assessment Score (Field Trial) 

No. Assessed Component Average 

Score 

Category 

1 Clarity of learning objectives 3.5 Good 

2 Relevance of content to student 

needs 

3.6 Good 

3 Appropriateness of moderation 

value to reality 

3.7 Very good 

4 Quality of training and evaluation 3.3 Good 

enough 

5 Clarity of vocabulary list and 

references 

3.2 Good 

enough 

Total Average 

Score 

3.48 Good  

 

Figure: Textbook of Development Result 
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These results show that the teaching materials are considered quite feasible 

and effective by students. One of the strong points they highlighted was how the 

texts presented were able to evoke reflection on moderate religious attitudes. On the 

other hand, some students suggested the addition of a "thematic glossary" to help 

understand new terms. 

 

Summary of Findings 

Based on the results of all stages, it can be concluded that the Islamic 

moderation-based qirā’ah teaching materials developed have "good" quality and 

received positive responses from experts and students. The following is a summary 

of the quantitative findings arranged comparatively: 

 

Table 4. Average Recapitulation of Product Feasibility Assessment 

No. Assessment Source Average Score Category 

1 Content Expert 3.75 Good - Very Good 

2 Learning Design Expert 3.39 Good 

3 Individual Trial 3.35 Good 

4 Field Trial 3.48 Good 
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The overall score shows that the development of qirā’ah teaching materials 

with Islamic moderation content is feasible and has significant potential to support 

the achievement of Arabic language learning that is more relevant to contextual 

Islamic values. 

 

3. Discussion 

The results showed that developing qirā’ah teaching materials based on 

Islamic moderation values is not only feasible in substance and design, but also 

significantly contributes to shaping students' understanding of Arabic texts full of 

moderate Islamic meaning. This finding becomes substantial in Islamic higher 

education, where the urgency of strengthening wasathiyyah (moderate) values is 

urgently needed amid increasing ideological polarization in global religious 

discourse. 

 

Integration of Islamic Moderation Value in Qirā’ah Learning 

Integrating Islamic moderation values in teaching materials enriches the 

cognitive aspects of Arabic learning and deepens learners' affective and spiritual 

dimensions. In line with the concept of value-integrated learning promoted by Aloni, 

value-based learning allows learners to develop linguistic skills and form an 

inclusive and contextualized personality and religious worldview (Galskova et al., 

2022; Kim & Huh, 2025). 

This research strengthens previous findings by (Elmi, 2020; Getty et al., 

2021), who stated that integrating social values in learning materials increases 

students' emotional engagement and learning motivation. In the context of qirā’ah 

learning, values such as al-'adl (justice), al-wasathiyyah (balance), and al-hikmah 

(wisdom) inserted in the reading text become a bridge between language 

comprehension and value internalization. 

Theoretically, this approach aligns with the theory of social constructivism 

(Vygotsky, 1978; Wibowo et al., 2025)), which emphasizes the importance of social 

context in constructing meaning. Students do not just mechanically interpret Arabic 

language structures but also critically relate them to social reality and religious 

experiences. 

 

Relevance of Instructional Design Theory to the Development Process 

Using the Borg and Gall model in this study proved effective in designing and 

testing pedagogically and contextually relevant teaching materials (Aka, 2019; 

Bennett, 1984). Although this model has often been used in developing learning 

tools, the approach, combined with Design-Based Research (Barab & Squire, 2004; 

Ghos & Kumar, 2025), makes the development process more dynamic and adaptive 

to field realities. 

This approach also reinforces the findings of The Design-Based Research 

Collective (2003) (Ghos & Kumar, 2025), that collaboration between researchers 
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and practitioners in designing learning innovations can produce products that are 

more applicable, contextual, and have a direct impact on improving the quality of 

education. 

Iterative revision of teaching materials based on student feedback and 

expert validation indicates the principle of formative evaluation (Black & Wiliam, 

2009; Daoud et al., 2017) are consistently applied, ensuring that every element of 

the learning material can be maximized to achieve the expected learning 

effectiveness. 

 

Construction of Students' Qirā’ah Competence 

In the aspect of reading skills, this study strengthens the conception that 

qirā’ah is a complex skill that demands not only the ability to recognize phonemes 

and morphemes, but also mastery of the meaning and structure of the text as a 

whole (Ehri, 2022; Fernandes et al., 2024). The developed teaching materials can 

integrate functional grammar, contextual reading strategies, and graded 

comprehension exercises according to the principle of scaffolding (Fajarwati et al., 

2023; Liamkina & Ryshina-Pankova, 2012; Xu & Zhang, 2015). This differs from 

previous approaches that emphasize memorization and literal translation. Students 

are invited to build connections between the discourse read with their life 

experiences and religious values through pre-reading, while-reading, and post-

reading strategies. 

 

Novelty and Scientific Contribution 

This research presents novelty in three main aspects: (1) thematic approach 

of Islamic moderation in the development of qirā’ah teaching materials; (2) 

integrative model between R&D and Design-Based Research; and (3) contribution to 

the strengthening of moderate Islamic values in the context of higher education. 

Table 5. Research Novelty Compared to Previous Studies 

No. Study Focus Previous Studies This Study 

1 Learning 

content 

General Arabic without 

value integration 

Integration of context-based 

Islamic moderation values 

2 Development 

model 

Using the classic R&D 

model 

Dynamic combination of R&D 

and Design-Based Research 

3 Learning 

objectives 

Focus on linguistic 

competence 

Integration of qirā’ah skills and 

Islamic values 

4 Application 

context 

General or limited to the 

school 

The context of Indonesian 

Islamic higher education 

 

With this approach, this research makes a theoretical contribution to 

expanding teaching material development models that not only prioritize language 

skills, but also form students' Islamic character and orientation in a balanced 

manner. This study is similar to research conducted by (Abd Rashid & Engku 
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Ibrahim, 2018; Ali Halidin et al., 2024; Munjiatun et al., 2020; Nashuddin, 2020; 

Usman & Ibrahim, 2023), which emphasizes the importance of developing teaching 

materials aligned with local cultural and Islamic values. However, this study goes 

further with an explicit focus on Islamic moderation content as the central theme in 

qirā’ah. 

On the other hand, striking differences also appear compared to studies 

based on the grammar-translation method, which is still widely applied in the Arabic 

curriculum in several institutions (Mottaghizadeh et al., 2013; Piantaggini, 2020; 

Tahmasebi et al., 2015). This research challenges this approach by offering teaching 

materials that are more communicative, contextual, and value-based. 

 

CONCLUSION 

This research has successfully developed qirā’ah teaching materials based 

on Islamic moderation values that are not only academically feasible, but also have 

significant potential in shaping students' religious awareness that is contextual and 

balanced. The development process that follows the combined framework of 

research and development with design-based research (DBR) allows the preparation 

of communicative and applicable materials that are ideologically and pedagogically 

valuable. The results of expert validation and user trials show that this teaching 

material has good content, design, and user acceptance quality, while strengthening 

the argument that Arabic language learning can be an effective vehicle for 

internalizing inclusive and tolerant Islamic values. 

The main findings of this study show that learning content based on Islamic 

moderation values can shape a more reflective understanding of language and 

strengthen learners' affective and spiritual learning. The implications of this finding 

include curricular, pedagogical, and cultural dimensions, where this kind of teaching 

material can act as a learning medium that trains linguistic competence and touches 

on the dimensions of character, ethics, and moderate Islamic thought. In Islamic 

higher education, teaching materials like this are essential in presenting an 

alternative Islamic narrative that prioritizes balance and spiritual depth. 

Academically, this research contributes to developing value-based thematic 

teaching materials in Arabic studies and expands the horizons of integrating Islamic 

values in linguistic materials. This research enriches the teaching materials 

development literature by emphasizing the importance of continuity between local 

needs, social context, and responsive instructional approaches. However, the 

limitations in the scale of the pilot test and the absence of measuring the long-term 

impact on changes in student attitudes and understanding leave room for further 

study. Future research could expand the coverage to more diverse levels and 

institutional settings and develop more in-depth and standardized value-based 

evaluative instruments. 
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