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ABSTRACT 
A longitudinal study of syntax acquisition in three-year-old children provides a deeper 

understanding of how children develop their language abilities. By summarizing the findings 
from this research, we hope to take concrete steps to support optimal language development in 
the early stages of a child's life. This research uses the literature review research method, the 
literature review research method is an approach that involves examining and analyzing 
existing literature or research to gain a thorough understanding of a topic or research 
question. This process begins by determining the research topic and searching for relevant 
literature through various sources such as academic databases and digital libraries. The 
findings of this research provide a strong basis for designing early childhood education 
programs that pay attention to syntax acquisition patterns. Learning materials can be 
arranged according to children's developmental stages to support their optimal development. 
In addition, this research confirms that understanding language development at an early age 
can act as an indicator of children's psychological health. Monitoring syntax acquisition can 
help detect potential developmental problems or disorders early, opening up opportunities for 
more effective intervention. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The importance of understanding syntax acquisition in three-year-old 

children reflects a critical stage in language development. At this age, children not 

only begin to recognize words and their meanings but also actively hone their ability 

to arrange words into meaningful sentences. Understanding syntax is important 

because it is the basis for more complex communication skills in the future 

(Alypuby, 2017). 

The process of acquiring syntax in three-year-old children involves complex 

interactions between cognitive, social and environmental factors. Children in this 

phase not only internalize the language structures of their surroundings but also 

begin to produce new sentences independently. The role of parents, caregivers and 

the surrounding environment is very significant in providing the linguistic 

stimulation necessary for the development of syntax abilities. Some aspects that can 

be considered in this longitudinal study include developmental variations between 

children, the role of play in language learning, and the influence of daily activities on 

the acquisition of syntax. The emphasis on the role of social interaction in the 
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learning process of children at this age can also be explained further. For example, 

children may make better progress in syntax when they engage in more complex 

conversations with peers or when they are guided in story-based activities. 

In addition, understanding how children overcome particular obstacles in 

the acquisition of syntax, such as difficulties in using pronouns, forming 

interrogative sentences, or using conjunctions, will provide valuable insights for 

more effective intervention or support approaches. By deepening this research, we 

can better understand the complexities of language development in three-year-old 

children and create a strong foundation of knowledge for the development of more 

targeted educational and intervention strategies. 

There is a lack of previous, largely cross-sectional literature exploring 

language development in three-year-old children. Cross-sectional studies provide a 

general picture of language ability at a point in time, but are unable to describe 

developmental dynamics in detail or identify patterns of change that may occur over 

time. Therefore, longitudinal studies are crucial to understand the full evolution of 

syntax acquisition in three-year-old children. By monitoring children over time, this 

research can reveal developmental trends that may not be visible in cross-sectional 

studies. It also allows researchers to identify factors that contribute to changes in 

syntax acquisition, such as the influence of the home environment, social 

interactions, or early educational experiences (Saghr, 2019). 

In addition, a longitudinal approach allows observation of individual 

variations in children's language development. Some children may show rapid 

progress, while others may face particular obstacles in mastering certain aspects of 

syntax. Understanding these differences can help in designing more personalized 

and effective educational strategies. These studies could also explore external 

factors that might influence the acquisition of syntax, such as exposure to a second 

language or cultural factors. Thus, this longitudinal study can provide a deeper 

understanding of the complexity of the language acquisition process in three-year-

old children, providing richer insights for the development of educational policies 

and interventions. 

A longitudinal study of syntax acquisition in three-year-old children 

provides a deeper understanding of how children develop their language abilities. 

By summarizing the findings from this research, we hope to take concrete steps to 

support optimal language development in the early stages of a child's life. These 

findings can form the basis for constructing more relevant educational curricula, 

combining language development with children's overall development. Parents can 

also be given insight into how to support children at home through active talking 

and reading together. 

Teachers and caregivers can receive updated training, enabling them to 

better support children in syntax development. Interventions can be directed at 

specific barriers identified in research. Through the implementation of these steps, 

the hope is to create an educational environment that supports optimal language 
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development in three-year-old children. The focus on language development is 

expected to have a positive impact that extends to children's cognitive and social 

aspects, forming a strong foundation for their future success (Bashir, 2010). 

This research aims to understand in depth how three-year-old children 

develop their syntax skills through a longitudinal study. By engaging with this 

approach, we want to identify patterns of language development, explore the 

challenges children face in the acquisition of syntax, and identify factors that may 

influence their development over the longer term. In essence, this research intends 

to open a window into the world of children's language development at this crucial 

phase. By monitoring them over time, we hope to describe in detail their journey in 

understanding and using sentence structure. In addition, focusing on longitudinal 

aspects gives us the opportunity to see how syntax abilities develop over time and 

whether any special patterns emerge. 

This research also tries to present a more complete understanding of the 

obstacles that children may face in understanding syntax. Are there certain patterns 

of difficulties that are common at this age? This is important for designing better 

interventions or supports. By exploring the factors that influence the acquisition of 

syntax over a longer period of time, we can identify influences that may originate 

from the environment, social interactions, or individual factors. All this hopefully 

provides a more complete and contextual picture of how children at age three build 

their language foundations. 

This research makes a significant contribution to understanding language 

development in three-year-old children, a critical phase in language development. 

The results of this study will provide important insights for parents, educators, and 

researchers, enabling them to support optimal language development in children of 

this age (chear, 2019). 

By further understanding the process of syntax acquisition at the age of 

three, the implications could include the development of early childhood education 

curricula. A deeper understanding of how children of this age master sentence 

structure can help design more effective and relevant learning approaches. A well-

informed curriculum can ensure that language acquisition needs at this stage are 

met, providing a strong foundation for the child's overall development. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Syntax Development 

 Syntax development refers to the processes and stages in which a person 

understands, uses, and masters the structure and rules of word order in forming 

sentences. In the context of linguistics, syntax is a branch of science that studies the 

procedures for arranging words in sentences to convey correct and complete 

meaning. Syntax development in children involves their ability to understand and 

produce increasingly complex sentences over time. 

At certain stages, children learn to recognize the role of words in sentences, use 
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correct grammar, and understand more complex sentence structures. This process 

includes the acquisition of skills such as forming interrogative sentences, using 

conjunctions, and the ability to combine phrases into coherent sentences. The 

development of syntax is very important in children's language development 

because it allows them to convey thoughts and ideas in a more complex and 

structured way. The study of syntax development helps understand how children 

build and master these linguistic skills throughout their development (2019). 

 

Definition of Longitudinal Study 

 Longitudinal studies refer to a research approach that involves collecting 

data from the same subjects or the same group over several consecutive time 

periods. In this study, the aim is to examine the changes or developments that occur 

in the subject or group over time. The uniqueness of longitudinal studies lies in their 

ability to observe changes over time and investigate the extent to which certain 

factors influence the development of the subject or group. Typically, data is collected 

at specific points in time over a long period of time, allowing researchers to analyze 

trends, patterns, and factors influencing those changes. 

Longitudinal studies can be conducted in a variety of fields, including 

education, psychology, health, and social sciences. This approach provides an in-

depth view of the dynamics of development and change over time, allowing 

researchers to explore cause-and-effect relationships and understand how certain 

variables develop or change over a broader period of time. 

 

RESEARCH METHODS 

 This research uses the literature review research method, the literature 

review research method is an approach that involves examining and analyzing 

existing literature or research to gain a thorough understanding of a topic or 

research question. This process begins by determining the research topic and 

searching for relevant literature through various sources such as academic 

databases and digital libraries. 

After the literature was collected, the researcher read and reviewed each 

source carefully. The main goal is to understand the findings, methodology, and 

research approaches used in the literature. With this information, researchers can 

synthesize literature findings, identify trends, and create a conceptual framework 

(Moleong, 2019). 

Additionally, literature reviews help researchers to identify knowledge gaps 

or unanswered research questions. The results of this literature review are then 

compiled in a paper which includes an introduction, conceptual framework, relevant 

research methods, literature findings, and conclusions. The literature review 

research process not only provides a theoretical basis for future research, but also 

helps researchers to direct and formulate more specific research questions. 

Revisions and updates to literature reviews need to be carried out periodically to 
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reflect the latest developments in the research field. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 Based on the results of the author's research, this study illustrates that 

children aged 3 years experience syntax development with a relatively consistent 

pattern over time. In long-term observations, it appears that they generally start 

with simple sentences and then gradually incorporate more complex syntax 

elements into their language. This process reflects the early stages of language 

acquisition, where children begin to recognize words and basic sentence structures. 

However, what is interesting is that they do not get stuck with these simple 

structures, but rather progressively develop the ability to use more complex 

sentence constructions as time goes by. These findings can be interpreted as 

evidence of children's flexibility and adaptability in building their language skills. It 

also highlights the importance of understanding in depth the journey of syntax 

acquisition at age 3 to design appropriate educational approaches and better 

support children's language development. 

Some children may have difficulty understanding or using sentence 

structure, such as how to ask questions or use conjunctions. Recognition of these 

constraints provides further understanding of aspects that need special attention in 

educational approaches. This indicates that in supporting children's language 

development at the age of 3 years, it is important to understand individual 

variations. Some children may need extra help or a more focused approach to 

overcome these obstacles. Early recognition of these obstacles can be the basis for 

developing more adaptive and responsive educational strategies according to the 

unique needs of each child. 

The findings from this research provide a solid basis for designing early 

childhood education programs that focus more on syntax development. With a deep 

understanding of language acquisition patterns in 3 year old children, learning 

materials can be designed more precisely and according to their developmental 

stage. The importance of paying attention to syntax acquisition patterns allows 

educators to develop curricula that support natural steps in understanding sentence 

structure. Learning materials can be designed to cover certain aspects that 

emphasize sentence formation, use of words, and introduction of syntax concepts 

that are appropriate to the child's developmental stages. 

This step not only creates a learning environment that meets the needs of 3-

year-olds, but also provides a stronger foundation for their future language and 

comprehension skills. Thus, the results of this research provide a significant 

contribution in increasing the effectiveness of early childhood education programs. 

The findings of this study confirm that understanding language development 

at an early age is not just about linguistic aspects alone, but can also serve as an 

important indicator of children's psychological health. In this context, the 

acquisition of syntax can be considered a window into a child's mental and 
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emotional well-being. The importance of monitoring syntax development as an 

indicator of psychological health lies in its ability to provide early clues to potential 

problems or developmental disorders. Anomalies in the acquisition of syntax can be 

an early indication of cognitive or language difficulties that may require special 

attention. 

For example, children who have great difficulty understanding or using 

sentence structure may face obstacles in communicating or expressing their 

thoughts effectively. By identifying this early, intervention and support can be 

provided early to minimize its negative impact. Therefore, understanding syntax 

acquisition is not only beneficial for children's language development, but also has 

broad implications for understanding their overall psychological health. This creates 

opportunities for more effective prevention and intervention approaches, ensuring 

children's well-being at a deeper level. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 The conclusion of this study is that the development of syntax acquisition in 

3 year old children involves a consistent pattern, although with significant 

individual differences. Children tend to start with simple sentence structures and 

gradually integrate more complex syntax elements over time. Some children may 

face certain challenges, such as difficulty in forming interrogative sentences or using 

conjunctions. Factors such as verbal intelligence and exposure to linguistics at home 

play a role in the speed and ability of syntax acquisition. Identification of individual 

challenges provides insights that can guide more adaptive educational approaches. 

The findings of this research provide a strong basis for designing early 

childhood education programs that pay attention to syntax acquisition patterns. 

Learning materials can be arranged according to children's developmental stages to 

support their optimal development. In addition, this research confirms that 

understanding language development at an early age can act as an indicator of 

children's psychological health. Monitoring syntax acquisition can help detect 

potential developmental problems or disorders early, opening up opportunities for 

more effective intervention. 

Overall, this research makes a significant contribution to the understanding 

of language development in 3-year-old children, providing a foundation for more 

responsive educational approaches and increasing awareness of the link between 

language development and children's psychological health. 
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